Greetings  Friends! 

It was truly a thrill last year donating 100 Back-Packs filled with wonderful goodies to the teenagers working to stay in school with the Albuquerque Public Schools Title One Homeless Project.   Through our Grass Roots efforts, ya’ll created 100 Back-Packs filled with school supplies, blankets, socks, toiletries, snacks,  gift cards  and other wonderful surprises that were donated to individual teens working to stay in school.   

The idea was born after I lost my brother to suicide in 2009.   As I watched a news program one evening documenting a story about efforts aimed at trying to keep homeless kids in school, I was incredibly moved at what it must take to remain committed to school when your basic needs are not being met.   For many kids, school becomes their only anchor in life…and as many of us know, the anchors that keep us feeling secure and able to pursue our dreams are something that many of us are blessed with.    My brother’s struggle began in high school, and he eventually stopped attending.   His journey was one of much pain after that and I often wonder what would have been if he had stayed in school …..I started thinking about how I could help teens facing adversity remain in school, a valuable place of support.   I imagined getting together a Back-Pack filled with basics, things a teen could use to get through such a hardship and the “Survivor” Back-Pack project was born.   I started bubbling about my idea to my closest friends and family and before I knew it, I had commitments for 100 Back-Packs.    As I reached out to the Albuquerque School District, I found Fay Yao, resource and outreach coordinator of the APS Homeless Title One Project who embraced our grass roots efforts.   It was truly a thrill to provide her with 100 Back-Packs to distribute to her students last Thanksgiving.   

This year, the APS Title One Homeless program has expanded to serve 8 high schools: Albuquerque, Del Norte, Highland, Manzano, Rio Grande, Sandia, Valley and West Mesa.  The hope is to help 250 homeless teens in their desire to remain in school.  There are many incredible stories of triumph of young people continuing their education while living in cars, with friends, in shelters or worse on the streets.  These courageous young people have remained committed to graduating from school with the supports the program provides.  Many have been able to continue onto college and post high school educational pursuits. 

Our goal this year, 2010, is to provide 250 students with a “Survivor” Back-Pack filled with things to help them continue to succeed.  Attached is a list of suggestions that can guide you and your friends with what to put in the Back-Packs you create.  The Back-Packs should work for either a young girl or guy and be filled with items from the list or with things a young teen can use.  We ask that no home-made food items be included. 

Please, please continue to reach out with your heart and help these young people.  Tell a friend or two to help meet our goal of providing each student a Back-Pack. 

All Back-Packs will be collected on Sunday, August 29th at Rudy’s “Country Store” and Bar-B-Q, 2321 Carlisle on the patio between 5:00-8:00 p.m.  We will host a reception for those contributing Back-Packs, please come and join us!  Give me a text or call and let me know you’re committed to doing a Back-Pack! 

Please contact me with any questions and/or ideas.  I look forward to an incredible outcome and appreciate each and every one of your efforts.  You will have a lot of fun filling the Back-Pack and I promise you’ll find yourself bubbling about it and enlisting your friends to make one too! 

With love, 

Paige Brown, MSSW, NREMT-P 

Rudy’s “Country Store” and Bar-B-Q 

505-301-1683 

